
4
1

4
D

IA
M

O
N

D
V

A
LL

E
Y

LE
A

D
E

R
Ju

ly
11

,
20

07

ED
:

PU
B:

D
V

V
D

A
TE:

1
1

/7
/0

7
PA

G
E:

4
1

4
C

O
LO

U
R:

C
M

Y
K

Fear in East Timor
FionaWillan

Crystal Brownattends to a
young patient.

Crystal Brownworks for Australian Aid International.

POTENTIAL riots
and fears of politi-
cal unrest have
left a Mont-
morency nurse
housebound in
East Timor.

Crystal Brown,
25, is in ‘‘lock
down’’ following
the country’s June
30 election.

Ms Brown said
UN police and the
Portugese army
were preparing for
possible riots fol-
lowing the release of the election results.

‘‘No one really knows what to expect, which is a
little scary at times,’’ Ms Brown told the Leader.

‘‘I have become accustomed to hearing the Black
Hawks flying low overhead, seeing the military
patrols pass with bulletproof vests, helmets, radio
headsets and (weapons) in tow.

‘‘I’m housebound on and off.’’
When housebound, Ms Brown has a ‘‘grab-bag’’

packed in case she needs to evacuate.
Ms Brown said she was ‘‘humoured’’ by reports East

Timor had been peaceful after the election.
‘‘There are still gang fights, crimes, rock attacks,

murders – but I suppose they call it peaceful because
it is just normal for Timor and not directly related to
the election,’’ she said.

Despite the many UN police and the ‘‘forceful’’
presence of the Portuguese GNR (Republican Nation-
al Guard) on the streets, Ms Brown said the feeling in
the air was one of hope.

‘‘This is history in the making, the world’s youngest
nation voting for its right to freedom and a
democratic society for the second time,’’ she said.

Ms Brown has been working in Timor for Aust-
ralian Aid International for three months.

She has a six-month contract, but hopes to extend it
until the end of the year.

Council fails
to halt project
BANYULE Council’s failure to meet
a deadline has cleared the way for
VCAT to approve a controversial
development.

The council has attacked the de-
cision by VCAT to approve a nine-
unit development in an
environmentally sensitive area of
Macleod.

VCAT approved the development at
67-69 McNamara St, within the Mac-
leod Rd gum area opposite Macleod
railway station, a fortnight ago.

Banyule development services
manager Scott Walker said the coun-
cil would have refused the permit
because it was contrary to neigh-
bourhood character and would affect
the environment.

But the applicant appealed to VCAT
after the council failed to make a
decision in time.

Mr Walker said the council had not
met the deadline because of delays in
considering issues raised by objec-
tors and consulting the applicant
over residents’ concerns.

Grants fall,
rates rise
PLUMMETING funding from the
Victorian Grants Commission has
pushed rates up by 1 per cent each
year, Banyule Council says.

A council report found that since
1999-2000, grants to Banyule have
fallen by $3.49 million, adding an
annual 1 per cent to rates.

The Victorian Grants Commission
gives general purpose and local roads
money to councils each year.

General purpose grants for Banyule
have fallen 31.6 per cent from
$4.67 million in 1999-2000 to
$3.19 million in the 2007-08 council
Budget. Local roads funding has
fallen 4 per cent, from $795,735 in
2000-01 to $764,084 in 2007-08.

Councillors have criticised the for-
mula for distributing the grants.

They say that it favours rural
councils instead of rewarding ef-
ficient ones.

Cr Tom Melican said the Federal
Government should increase the pool
of funds so metropolitan councils
were not squeezed.

The commission is a State Govern-
ment body that, using federal funds,
gives about 10 per cent of Victorian
councils’ total revenue.

At a council meeting last month,
councillors agreed to write to Federal
Local Government, Territories and
Roads Minister Jim Lloyd and local
federal MPs expressing their con-
cerns.

According to the council report,
grant funding was likely to continue
falling.

Main St shops make way for town centre revamp

Traders alongMain St, Greensborough,willmakeway for the town
centre redevelopment. N02DV410

SMALL businesses in Greensbo-
rough are counting the cost of
moving as they make way for the
major redevelopment of the town
centre.

The $400 million Greensborough
Project has seen five businesses in
Main St search for new homes in
the lead-up to the start of major
works next year.

Modern Nails will spend about
$150,000 next month moving to a
shop inside Greensborough Plaza.

Manager Becky Van said it was
disappointing the business had to
move, but hoped the new location
would bring extra customers.

‘‘It’s always hard to relocate and
we did expect to stay where we are
a lot longer,’’ Ms Van said. ‘‘At this
stage it’s hard to predict (how it will
affect business), but we do hope it
will take off in the new location.’’

Greensborough town centre man-

ager Noella Jacobs said the
businesses were given notice last
year they would need to move.

‘‘All the businesses in the area
were fully aware that there was a
project happening in this area when
they signed the lease,’’ Ms Jacobs
said. ‘‘Rents were also appropriate
for this future project, so they have
paid a much lower rent. All the
businesses to date that have
relocated are very happy as their
business is doing well.’’

Ms Jacobs wants other traders to
fill vacant shops in Main St for up to
12 months. ‘‘It would be a good
opportunity for businesses who
want to test the market and who
want cheap rates,’’ she said.

‘‘The problem is that if there are a
lot of empty shops, the street won’t
look busy and people won’t go there.
We’re being proactive rather than
reactive to this issue.’’

Amity at Greensborough

www.amitygroup.com.au

Open for Viewing - Every Saturday 
morning for the month of July

Amity, one of Australia s leading aged care providers
are pleased to welcome Amity at Greensborough,
formerly Cleveland Gardens Aged Care, to its 
growing family of homes across Victoria.We offer
round the clock care and support to 90 high care
residents in spacious private rooms with ensuites.

Lifestyle and recreational services include a 
hairdressing salon, library service, daily newspapers,

music therapy, games, art and craft classes along with
regular social and bus outings.

Every Saturday morning for the month of July, we
invite you to visit Amity at Greensborough to 
experience first hand the quality care and 
commitment to service excellence we offer. Public
open times are between 10am and midday.

Amity at Greensborough
264 Diamond Creek Road
Greensborough 3088
T. 9434 6100
F. 9434 6900
E. greensborough@amitygroup.com.au
W. www.amitygroup.com.au

To make a booking please 
contact Sandra Henderson 
on 9434 6100.

HEART ATTACK 
CAN KILL UNEXPECTEDLY

MEDICAL CLINIC

Heart Check

CLINICS LOCATED THROUGHOUT AUSTRALIA

www.heartcheck.com.au NAT-9702

• One Australian dies every 
10 minutes as a result of 
Cardiovascular Disease

• Coronary Heart Disease 
is the largest single cause 

of death in Australia

FOR YOUR PEACE OF MIND, CALL THE HEART CHECK 
CLINIC BEFORE A HEART ATTACK... NOT AFTER

YOUR HEART CHECK CAN BE 
100% BULK BILLED

SUBJECT TO OUR DOCTORS ASSESSMENT

1300 733 307
No referral required call The Heart Check Clinic NOW!

• DO YOU suffer Chest Pain or Fatigue? 
• DO YOU have Diabetes? • DO YOU get Palpitations? 

• DO YOU have a History of Heart Disease? 


